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ADVS State and Federal Veteran Legislation Update 
Compiled by Dave Hampton, ADVS 

 

1 February 2008 
 

The 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Act provided funding for the VA to increase the beneficiary 
travel mileage reimbursement rate from 11 cents per mile to 28.5 cents per mile.  The increase 
goes into effect today, 1 February 2008.  This includes travel for recalls due to a deficient lab, 
electrocardiogram (EKG), and x-ray in relation to a Compensation and Pension (C&P) 
examination (convenience of the Government). Mileage reimbursement claims for travel prior to 1 
FEB 08, may still be submitted. Such claims will be processed using the previous rates and 
deductibles. 
 
While increasing the payment, the VA is also mandated by law to equally increase the deductible 
amounts applied to certain mileage reimbursements.  The new deductibles are $7.77 for a one 
way trip, $15.54 for a round trip, with a maximum of $46.62 per calendar month.  However, these 
deductibles can be waived if they cause a financial hardship to the veteran. 
 
On Monday, 28 January, the President signed H.R. 4986, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2008. Included in the new law is a 3.5 percent military pay raise. It will also 
prevent fee increases for health care, and includes the Wounded Warrior Act (see H.R. 1538 
below.) 
 

Inclusion of any legislation in this report does not constitute endorsement of that 
legislation by the Arizona Department of Veteransô Services. 

 

Arizona Legislation 
 

For the most up-to-date versions of Arizona bills, please use this link and go to the respective bill 
number. http://www.azleg.gov/Bills.asp 
 

(Notations in Red represent new legislation, updated information or completed process.) 
 

Arizona Senate Bills 
 

SB 1001- unauthorized; soldier's name; technical correction 

 
Technical corrections to A.R.S. 12-761 defining exemptions to the unauthorized use of a soldierôs 
name, portrait or picture. 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jim Waring (R-Dist. 7) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Assigned to Senate Commerce and Economic Development 
and Rules Committees. 1/15/2008-Second read.  
 

SB 1006- professional license extensions; military members 
 
Will prevent certain professional licenses issued by the state to members of the Arizona National 
Guard and U. S. Armed Forces Reserve components from expiring while the member is serving 
on federal active duty and automatically extending such licenses for a 180-day period following 
the memberôs return from active duty with no late fees for renewal. 

http://www.azleg.gov/Bills.asp
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Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jim Waring (R-Dist. 7) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Assigned to Senate Commerce and Economic Development 
and Rules Committees. 1/15/2008-Second read.  1/28/2008-Passed out of Senate Government 
Committee Amended, 6-0-1 vote. Seventeen page Harper amendment dated 1/25/08, 2.30 p.m. 
adds provisional, basic or standard teaching certificates, administrative, specialized service, 
nurse, career and technical education, vocational education or substitute, special subject 
endorsements including guidance-counselor, art, music, physical education, industrial arts, 
librarian or driver training certificates. Bill will next to Senate Rules Committee, but is yet 
unassigned.  
 
SB 1034- wireless telephone contracts; military personnel 
 
Any military service member who has been issued orders for active duty, for deployment or for a 
permanent change of duty station, or the spouse of the service member, may terminate, without 
penalty, a wireless telephone service contract, or any part of a wireless telephone service 
contract, that was executed by the service member or the spouse of the service member. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jim Waring (R-Dist. 7) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Assigned to Senate Commerce and Economic Development 
and Rules Committees. 1/15/2008-Second read. 
 

SB 1035- military veterans; tuition waiver 

 
Provides that the Arizona board of regents shall provide a tuition waiver scholarship at any 
university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona board of regents and each community college 
district shall provide a tuition waiver scholarship at any community college in that community 
college district to any person who meets both of the following conditions: 
1.  Resides in this state. 
2.  Served in any branch of the United States armed forces, including service in the Arizona 
National Guard or service in the reserves of any military establishment of the United States. 
 

Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jim Waring (R-Dist. 7) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Assigned to Senate Higher Education; Appropriations; and 
Rules Committees. 1/15/2008-Second read. 
 

SB 1083- gold star family license plates 
 
Would create a Gold Star Family Arizona license plate for immediate family members of a U.S. 
military member who died in war.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jim Waring (R-Dist. 7) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/1/42008- Assigned to Senate Transportation; Appropriations; and Rules 
Committees. 1/15/2008-Second read.  1/29/2008-Passed out of Senate Transportation 
Committee 5-0. Pending Appropriations Committee calendar.  
 

SB 1084- enduring freedom memorial; extension 
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Extends the time for completion of the Enduring Freedom memorial to be placed in Wesley Bolin 
Plaza from August 2007 to December 31, 2010. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Robert Blendu (R-Dist. 12) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Passed out of Senate Government Committee 6-0-1. 
1/28/2008- Proper for Consideration. Placed on Consent Calendar (fast-track calendar). 
 

SB 1147- national guard; tuition waivers; spouses 

 
Will allow members of the Arizona National Guard eligible for a tuition waiver to transfer unused 
earned tuition waiver to spouse. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Tom OôHalleran (R-Dist. 1) 

 
Latest Major Action: 2/6/2008- Hearing scheduled before Senate Committee on Higher 
Education for Wednesday, 8 February at 1.30 pm in Senate Hearing Room 3. 
 

SB 1169- military family relief; fund; committee 
 
Makes technical changes to the Military Family Relief Fund law to include assistance eligibility to 
parents of single service members or veterans wounded, injured or contracting serious illnesses 
in line-of-duty.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Marsha Arzberger (D-Dist. 25) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/24/2008- Second read, assigned to Senate Government and Senate 
Rules Committees.   
 

SCR 1007- homeland security committee and force 

 
Would create a nine member Homeland Security Committee and a Homeland Security Force 
appointed and directed by the Committee to respond to certain state emergencies.  Funding for 
the force would come from the National Guardôs Camp Navajo Fund, monies the National Guard 
receives from the federal government for storage of commodities.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sen. Jack Harper (R-Dist. 4) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008-First Read.  1/28/2008-Held in Senate Government Committee 
pending additional information. 

 

Arizona House Bills 
 
 

HB 2021- enduring freedom extension 

 
Extends the time for completion of the Enduring Freedom memorial to be placed in Wesley Bolin 
Plaza from August 2007 to December 31, 2010. 
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Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Jonathan Paton (R-Dist. 30) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008-Assigned to House Government and Rules Committees. 
1/29/2008-Passed out of House Government Committee 6-0-2 absent. Pending Rules calendar.  
 

HB 2023- support our troops special plates and fund 

 
Creates ñsupport our troopsò special automobile license plates and a ñsupport our troopsò special 
plate fund.  An ñentity that is qualified under section 501(c)(3) of the United States internal 
revenue code for federal income tax purposes, that is founded by civilians and that bolsters the 
members of the United States military and the members' familiesò shall design the support our 
troops special plate.  Monies from the fund shall be allocated from the fund on a monthly basis to 
a private ñsupport our troopsò organization that is qualified under section 501(c)(3) of the United 
States internal revenue code for federal income tax purposes; that designed the support our 
troops special plate; holds the right to use trademarks associated with the support our troops 
special plate; and is part of a group charity that administers a similar plate in at least 10 other 
states. The monies shall be used for programs relating to supporting members of the United 
States armed forces and members' families. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Jonathan Paton (R-Dist. 30) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008- Assigned to House Transportation and Rules Committees. 
1/17/2008-Passed out of House Transportation amended. 1/23/2008-Passed out of Rules 
Committee. 1/29/2008-Hearing in Caucuses. 
 

HB 2026- veterans; game and fish licenses 

 
Would provide complementary fish and game licenses to veterans who meet the following 
requirements: 
(a)  Has been a resident of Arizona for one year or more immediately preceding application for 
the license and who is receiving compensation from the United States government for permanent 
service connected disabilities rated as one hundred per cent disabling.  
(b)  Has a service connected disability. 
(c)  Either: 
(i)  Is receiving compensation from the United States government for permanent service 
connected disabilities rated one hundred per cent disabling. 
(ii)  Is receiving a pension as a benefit for permanent disabilities rated one hundred per cent. 
(iii)  Is rated for permanent disabilities that are service and non-service connected and rated high 
enough to be classified as unemployable and is receiving compensation from the United States 
government and one or more other sources for the disabilities that qualify the person as 
unemployable and permanently disabled.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Albert Tom (D-Dist. 2) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008-Assigned to House National Resources and Public Policy and 
the Rules Committee.  1/15/2008-Second read.  
 

HB 2213- uniformed overseas voters; electronic transmittal 
 
Would allow absent uniformed service members and overseas voters to vote by early ballot using 
secure email.  
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Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Jonathan Paton (R-Dist. 30) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/31/2008-Passed House judiciary Committee by a 10-0 vote. Pending 
House Rules Committee calendar.  
 

HB 2223- retired military veterans; in-state tuition 

 
Would give in-state tuition status to an honorably discharged veteran of the United States if 
registered to vote.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Marian McClure (R-Dist. 30) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/22/2008- Assigned to House Higher Education Committee; House 
Counties, Municipalities and Military Affairs Committee; and House Rules Committee.  
 

HB 2249- military procession right-of-way 

 
A bill to allow organizations such as the Patriot Guard Riders to legally be a patriotic escort at a 
military memberôs or veteranôs funeral if requested by the family.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Jerry Weiers (R-Dist. 12) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/30/2008- The bill was defeated 7-1 in the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and Public Safety. Majority of members support idea but were concerned that the bill 
would create cost to DPS and added another layer of regulation.  Sponsor will work with Senator 
Linda Gray (R-Dist. 10) who has sponsored SB 1167 which deals with A.R.S. 28-776, relating to 
funeral escort vehicles, to put language in her bill to accomplish what the sponsor intends.  
 

HB 2303- national guard; equal opportunity; audit 

 
Would require the auditor general to conduct an audit of the Arizona national guard 
regarding equal opportunity and specifically considering issues of gender, race and 
religious affiliation. The audit shall include a review of promotions, leadership 
opportunities, officer assignments and significant training opportunities. A copy of the 
audit would be delivered to the Governor, Senate President and Speaker by January 1, 
2009. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Kyrsten Sinema (D-Dist. 15) et al 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/22/2008- Assigned to House Counties, Municipalities and Military Affairs 
Committee; House Appropriations Committee and House Rules Committee.   
 
HB 2519- health spa contracts; military members 

 
Will allow active duty military members to cancel health spa contracts within 90 days of receiving 
orders for deployment.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Edward Ableser (D-Dist. 17) et al 
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Latest Major Action: 1/28/2008-Assigned to House Committee on Counties, Municipalities and 
Military Affairs; House Commerce Committee, and Rules Committee. 2/5/2008-Hearing 
scheduled before House Committee on Counties, Municipalities and Military Affairs at 1.30 pm, 
Tuesday, 5 Feb 08, House Hearing Room 5. 
 

HCR 2002- property tax exemption; disabled veterans 
 
Would ask voters to amend the Arizona Constitution to exempt up to $150,000 of the value of the 
primary residence of a service connected disabled veteran or unmarried surviving spouse if 
veteran died as result of service connected disease or injury while on active duty.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Mark Anderson (R-Dist. 18) 

 
Latest Major Action: 1/14/2008-Assigned to House Ways and Means and the Rules Committee.  
1/15/2008-Second read. 
 

HCR 2012- veteransô honors (black star banners) 

 
That the Members of the Legislature recognize a Black Star Service Banner to honor all veterans 
of the United States armed forces and the Silver Star Service Banner to honor those veterans 
who have been wounded or disabled. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Rep. Jerry Weiers (R-Dist. 12) 

 
Latest Major Action:  
 
 
 

 
FEDERAL LEGISLATION 

 
U. S. Senate 

 

S. 22- Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance (Companion bill is H.R. 2702.) 
 

A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to establish a program of educational assistance for 
members of the Armed Forces who serve in the Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, and for 
other purposes. Except as otherwise provided, the period during which an individual entitled to 
educational assistance under this chapter may use such entitlement expires at the end of the 15-
year period beginning on the date of such individual's last discharge or release from active duty. 
Both the House and Senate indicate that they intend to move forward to update the current GI Bill 
this session. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
James Webb (D-VA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 20 
 
Latest Major Action: 7/31/2007: In Committee on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. 
 

S. 38-Veterans' Mental Health Outreach and Access Act of 2007 (Companion Bill is 

H.R.0025) 
 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=51210
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:30:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
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A bill to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a program for the provision of 
readjustment and mental health services to veterans who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom, and for other purposes.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Pete Domenici (D-NM)   
 
Cosponsor Total: 6  
 
Latest Major Action: 10/24/2007 Senate committee/subcommittee actions. Status: Committee 
on Veterans' Affairs. Hearings held. 
 

S. 67-Travel on Military Aircraft for Certain Disabled Veterans 

 
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit former members of the Armed Forces who 
have a service-connected disability rated as total to travel on military aircraft in the same manner 
and to the same extent as retired members of the Armed Forces are entitled to travel on such 
aircraft.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Daniel Inouye (D-HI)   
 
Cosponsor Total:  6  
 
Latest Major Action: 1/4/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. 

 
S. 117-Veterans Health and Benefits Improvement Act of 2007 

  
A bill to amend titles 10 and 38, United States Code, to improve benefits and services for 
members of the Armed Forces, veterans of the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT), and other 
veterans, to require reports on the effects of the GWOT, and for other purposes.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Barack Obama (D-IL)  
Cosponsor Total: 15 
 
Latest Major Action:  1/4/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
 

S. 207-Voluntary Support for Reservists and National Guard Members Act 

 
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow taxpayers to designate part or all of 
any income tax refund to support reservists and National Guard members.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Norm Coleman (D-MN)  
 
Cosponsor Total: 2   
 
Latest Major Action:  1/9/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 
S. 225- Extending Traumatic Injury Protection Coverage 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:49:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:99:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:189:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
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A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to expand the number of individuals qualifying for 
retroactive benefits from traumatic injury protection coverage under Servicemembers' Group Life 
Insurance. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Larry Craig (R-ID) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 4 
 
Latest Major Action:  01/09/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 
 

S. 439- Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2007   
 
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed 
services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the 
VA for their disability and either retired pay by reason of their years of military service or Combat-
Related Special Compensation.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Harry Reid (D-NV)  
 
Cosponsor Total: 26  
 
Last Major Action: 1/31/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. 
 

S. 604- Military Retirees Health Care Protection Act  

 
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to limit increases in the certain costs of health care 
services under the health care programs of DoD, and for other purposes.  
 
Original Sponsor:  
Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ)  
 
Cosponsor Total: 20  
 
Last Major Action: 2/15/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. 

 
S. 617- Veterans Eagle Parks Pass Act 

 
Makes the National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass available at a cost of $10 to any 
veteran who was separated from military service under conditions other than dishonorable. 
Makes a National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass issued under this Act valid for one 
year after the date of issuance. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Gordon Smith (R-OR) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 12 
  
Latest Major Action: 07/12/2007: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Senate 
Subcommittee on National Parks. Hearings held.  
 

S. 643- Disabled Veterans Insurance Act of 2007 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=206
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:421:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:586:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=489
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A bill to increase the amount of supplemental insurance available for totally disabled veterans.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 0 
  
Latest Major Action: 2/15/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
 

S. 648- National Guard and Reserve Retirement Modernization Act   
 
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the eligibility age for receipt of non-regular 
military service retired pay for members of the Ready Reserve in active federal status or on active 
duty for significant periods.  
 
Original Sponsor:   
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  16 
 
Latest Major Action: 2/15/2007 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services. 
 

S. 659- Payment of the death gratuity (Companion Bill is H.R.1115) 

 
A bill to provide for the payment of the death gratuity with respect to members of the Armed 
Forces without a surviving spouse who are survived by a minor child.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Chuck Hagel (R-NE) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  6 
 
Latest Major Action: 2/16/07: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.  
 

S. 815-Veterans Health Care Empowerment Act of 2007 

 
A bill to provide health care benefits to veterans with a service-connected disability at non-DVA 
medical facilities that receive payments under the Medicare program or the TRICARE program.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Larry Craig (R-ID)  
 
Cosponsor Total:  3 
 
Latest Major Action: 3/8/07Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
 

S. 848- Prisoner of War Benefits Act of 2007 

 
A bill to provide improved benefits for veterans who are former prisoners of war.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Patty Murray (D-WA)  
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:630:./list/bss/d110SN.lst::%7CTOM:/bss/110search.html%7C
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Cosponsor Total:  2 
 
Latest Major Action: Introduced 3/13/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 
 

S. 935 ï Repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor 
Benefit Plan 
 
A bill to repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan 
by veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Bill Nelson (D-FL) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 43 
 
Latest Major Action:  3/20/2007 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 
 

S. 986-Combat-Related Special Compensation Act of 2007   
 
A bill to expand eligibility for Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) paid by the 
uniformed services in order to permit certain additional retired members who have a service-
connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the VA for that disability and 
Combat-Related Special Compensation by reason of that disability.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Harry Reid (D-NV) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 4 
 
Latest Major Action:  Introduced 3/26/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 
 

S. 1096- Veterans Housing Benefits Enhancement Act 
 

A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to provide certain home improvements and structural 
alterations to disabled members of the Armed Forces, specially adapted housing assistance for 
disabled veterans with severe burns, and to expand certain benefits for disabled veterans with 
severe burns, and for other purposes.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 5 
 
Latest Major Action: 04/12/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  

 
S. 1097- Cold War Medal Act of 2007   
 
A bill to provide for the award of a military service medal to members of the Armed Forces who 
served honorably during the Cold War era beginning on September 2, 1945, and ending at the 
end of December 26, 1991. (Exact wording as S. 1763 introduced by Sen. Clinton in July.) 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=31770
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Original Sponsor: 
Hillary Clinton (D-NY) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 1 
 
Latest Major Action:  Introduced 4/12/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 
 

S. 1146- Rural Veterans Health Care Improvement Act of 2007 
 
A bill to improve health care for veterans who live in rural areas, and for other purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Ken Salazar (D-CO) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 26 
 
Latest Major Action:  Introduced 4/18/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.   
 

S. 1196- Mental Health Care for Our Wounded Warriors Act   

 
A bill to improve mental health care for wounded members of the Armed Forces, and for other 
purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Joseph Lieberman (I-CT) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 6 
 
Latest Major Action: Introduced 4/24/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 
 

S. 1261- GI Bill for Life Act of 2007 (Companion Bill H.R. 2247-in House Subcommittee on 

Military Personnel.) 
 
A bill to amend title 10 and 38, United States Code, to repeal the 10-year limit on use of 
Montgomery GI Bill educational assistance benefits, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Maria Cantwell (D-WA)  

 
Cosponsor Total: 6 
 
Latest Major Action: 05/01/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 
 

S. 1266- Veterans' Dignified Burial Assistance Act (Companion Bill H.R. 2696-Referred to 

the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.) 
 
A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to increase assistance for veterans interred in 
cemeteries other than national cemeteries, and for other purposes. 
 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=11025
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Original Sponsor: 
Larry Craig (R-ID) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 2 
 
Latest Major Action: 05/02/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 

S. 1283- Wounded Warrior Assistance Act of 2007 (Companion Bill H.R.1538) 

 
A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to improve the management of medical care, 
personnel actions, and quality of life issues for members of the Armed Forces who are receiving 
medical care in an outpatient status, and for other purposes.   

 
Original Sponsor: 
Mark Pryor (D-AR) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 2 
 
Latest Major Action: Introduced 5/3/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed 
Services. Passed by Senate and referred to a Senate/House conference committee. 
 

S. 1293- Veterans' Education and Vocational Benefits Improvement Act 

 
A bill to amend titles 10 and 38, United States Code, to improve educational assistance for 
members and former members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Larry Craig (R-ID) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 1 
  
Latest Major Action: 05/03/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 

S. 1314- Veterans Outreach Improvement Act of 2007  

 
A bill to improve the outreach activities of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other 
purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Russell Feingold (D-WI) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 1 
  
Latest Major Action: Introduced 5/7/07, read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 
 

S. 1315- Disabled Veterans Insurance Improvement Act of 2007  
A bill to enhance life insurance benefits for disabled veterans, and for other purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=206
http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=206
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Cosponsor Total: 0 
 
Latest Major Action: 6/27/2007 Passed by Senate Veteransô Affairs Committee.  
8/29/2007 Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar. 
 

S. 1441- State Veterans Home Modernization Act 

 
A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to modify authorities for the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to accept new applications for grants for State home construction projects to authorize the 
Secretary to award grants for construction of facilities used in non-institutional care programs, 
and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Larry Craig (R-ID) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 0 
 
Latest Major Action: 05/21/2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 

 
S. 1763- Cold War Medal Act of 2007   
 
A bill to provide for the award of a military service medal to members of the Armed Forces who 
served honorably during the Cold War era beginning on September 2, 1945, and ending at the 
end of December 26, 1991. (Same wording as S. 1097 introduced by Sen. Clinton in April.) 

 
 Original Sponsor: 
 Hillary Clinton (D-NY) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  1 
 
Latest Major Actions:  Introduced 7/11/2007, read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 
 

S. 1877- Military Salute of Flag (Companion Bill H.R. 3380-Referred to the House 
Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties.) 
 
A bill to amend title 4, United States Code, to prescribe that members of the Armed Forces and 
veterans out of uniform may render the military salute during hoisting, lowering, or passing of flag. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
James Inhofe (R-OK) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  7/25/07: Passed Senate without amendment by Unanimous Consent. 
8/10/2007 Referred to House Committee on the Judiciary; referred to the Subcommittee on the 
Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties. 
 

S.2004 ï VA Epilepsy Centers of Excellence 

 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=206
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:92:./temp/~bd3Jrb::|/bss/d110query.html|
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A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to establish epilepsy centers of excellence in the 
Veterans Health Administration of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor:  Patty Murray (D-WA)  
 
Cosponsors Total: 3 
  
Latest Major Actions: (introduced 8/3/2007) 12/12/2007 Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar. 
 

S. 2026- Agent Orange Equitable Compensation Act   

 
A bill to clarify that an award of benefits based on a regulatory presumption established pursuant 
to 28 U.S.C. section 1116 after September 30, 2002, cannot be made effective earlier than the 
date the regulatory presumption was established; and to clarify that the presumption of herbicide 
exposure provided by 38 U.S.C. section 1116(f) applies only to veterans who served in Vietnam 
on land or on Vietnam's inland waterways and not to those who served only in waters offshore or 
in airspace above.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  9/6/07, Introduced, read twice and referred to the Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs. 
 

S. 2142- Veterans Emergency Care Fairness Act of 2007 
 
A bill to amend title 38, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
reimburse veterans receiving emergency treatment in non-Department of Veterans Affairs 
facilities for such treatment until such veterans are transferred to Department facilities, and for 
other purposes. 

 
Original Sponsor: 
Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  11/14/07: Passed out of Senate Veterans Affairs Committee to full 
Senate. 

 
S. 2142- Veterans Emergency Care Fairness Act of 2007   
 
A bill to require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to reimburse veterans receiving emergency 
treatment in non-Department of Veterans Affairs facilities for such treatment until such veterans 
are transferred to Department facilities, and for other purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  Introduced 10/4/07,read twice and referred to the Senate Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs. 
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S. 2160- Veterans Pain Care Act of 2007  
 
A bill to establish a pain care initiative in health care facilities of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  3 
 
Latest Major Actions:  Introduced 10/15/07, sent to Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
Hearings held. 
 

S. 2162-The Mental Health Improvements Act  
 

The Mental Health Improvements Act of 2007 is designed to improve the treatment and services 
provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to veterans with post-traumatic stress 
disorder and other mental health issues, and to provide assistance for research on those 
disorders. It also provides clarification for the VA to provide mental health services to veterans 
and their families. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel K. Akaka (D-HI) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  2 
 
Latest Major Actions:  11/14/07: Passed out of Senate Veterans Affairs Committee to full 
Senate.  
 

S. 2218- Atomic Veterans Medal Act of 2007 
 
A bill to provide for the award of a military service medal to members of the Armed Forces who 
were exposed to ionizing radiation as a result of participation in a test of atomic weapons; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Sam Brownback (R-KS) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  10/23/2007, Introduced, referred to the Committee on Armed Services. 
 

S. 2309- Compensation for Combat Veterans Act  
 
A bill to clarify the service treatable as service engaged in combat with the enemy for utilization of 
non-official evidence for proof of service-connection in a combat-related disease or injury.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Actions:  Introduced 11/6/07,read twice and referred to the Senate Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs. 
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S. 2330- Homeless Veteran Prevention Act 
 
A bill to authorize a pilot program within the Departments of Veterans Affairs and Housing and 
Urban Development with the goal of preventing at-risk veterans and veteran families from falling 
into homelessness, and for other purposes.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Barack Obama (D-IL) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  1 
 
Latest Major Actions:  Introduced 11/8/07, read twice and referred to the Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 
 

S.2400 ï Wounded Warrior Bonus Equity Act 

 
A bill to amend title 37, United States Code, to require the Secretary of Defense to continue to 
pay to a member of the Armed Forces who is retired or separated from the Armed Forces due to 
a combat-related injury certain bonuses that the member was entitled to before the retirement or 
separation and would continue to be entitled to if the member was not retired or separated, and 
for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Jeff Sessions (R-AL)  
 
Cosponsor Total: 18  
 
Latest Major Action: Introduced 12/3/2007, 12/14/2007 Passed Senate without amendment by 
Unanimous Consent. 12/17/2007 Referred to House Committee on Armed Services. 

 
 
  

U. S. House Bills 
 

H.R. 4- Medicare Prescription Drug Price Negotiation Act of 2007 

 

Amends title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act to require the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to negotiate with pharmaceutical manufacturers the prices that may be charged 
to prescription drug plan sponsors and Medicare Advantage organizations for covered part D 
drugs for part D eligible individuals enrolled under a prescription drug plan or under a Medicare 
Advantage prescription drug (MA-PD) plan. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
John Dingell (D-MI) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 199 
 
Latest Major Action:  
1/12/2007: Passed/agreed to in House: On passage Passed by recorded vote: 255 - 170 
1/12/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
 

H.R.23 Merchant Mariner Equity Compensation Fund  
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d110:26:./temp/~bdRlN9::
http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=329
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This bill establishes a Merchant Mariner Equity Fund in the general fund of the Treasury and 
directs the Secretary of the VA to make monthly payments in the amount of $1,000 to qualifying 
members of the U.S. Merchant Marine who served (including the Army Transport Service and the 
Naval Transport Service) during World War II. 

 
Original Sponsor: 
Bob Filner (D-CA) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 244 
 
Latest Major Action: 7/30/2007 Passed in House transmitted to Senate.  
9/5/2007 Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 

 
H.R. 67- Veterans Outreach Improvement Act of 2007 

 

Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish, maintain, and modify as necessary 
procedures for ensuring the effective coordination of outreach activities of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs between and among the Office of the Secretary, the Office of Public Affairs, the 
Veterans Health Administration, the Veterans Benefits Administration, and the National Cemetery 
Administration. Directs the Secretary to ensure that state and local outreach assistance is 
provided in locations that:  
 
(1) have relatively large concentrations of veterans; or  
 
(2) are experiencing growth in veteran populations.  
 
Authorizes the Secretary to make grants to state veteransô agencies for state and local outreach 
services. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Mike McIntyre (D-NC) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 32 
 
Latest Major Actions:  
05/23/2007: Passed House 421 ï 0.  
05/24/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
7/21/2007: Field Hearing: Pending further Committee action.  
 

H.R. 92- Veterans Timely Access to Health Care Act 
 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to establish standards of access to care for veterans 
seeking health care from the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 11 
  
Latest Major Action: 04/26/2007: Subcommittee on Health Hearings Held.  
 

H.R.156- POW Survivor indemnity compensation 

 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=446
http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=2475
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A bill to provide for the payment of dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) to the 
survivors of former prisoners of war (POWs) who died on or before 30 SEP 99, under the same 
eligibility conditions as apply to payment of DIC to the survivors of former prisoners of war who 
die after that date.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Tim Holden (D-PA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 31 
  
Latest Major Action: 6/19/2007 House Veteransô Affairs  Subcommittee Hearings Held. 
 

H.R.243- Combat Military Medically Retired Veteran's Fairness Act   
 
A bill to provide for the payment of Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) to members 
of the Armed Forces retired for disability with less than 20 years of active military service who 
were awarded the Purple Heart.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Jerry Weller (R-IL) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 12 
  
Latest Major Action: 2/1/07, Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R.303- Retired Pay Restoration Act  

 
A bill to permit certain additional retired members of the Armed Forces who have a service-
connected disability to receive both disability compensation from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by reason of their years of military service or 
Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) and to eliminate the phase-in period under 
current law with respect to such concurrent receipt.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 155 
  
Latest Major Action: 3/2/2007, Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R.327- Joshua Omvig Veterans Suicide Prevention Act 

 
This bill is named for an Iraq veteran who took his own life and recognizes the special needs of 
veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and elderly veterans who are at high risk 
for depression and experience high rates of suicide. It directs the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) to develop and implement a comprehensive program to reduce the incidence of suicide 
among veterans. Some of the components of the program include education and training for VA 
staff and medical personnel, health assessments of all veterans who receive VA medical care, 
mental counseling and treatment, and a 24-hour toll-free mental health care hotline. VA has 
already developed and started to implement a suicide prevention strategy that is fulfilling many of 
the requirements of H.R. 327, as amended. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Leonard Boswell (D-IA) 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=46676
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Cosponsor Total: 152 
 
Latest Major Action:  Signed into law, now Public Law 110-110. 

 
H.R. 333- Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act 
 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to permit retired members of the Armed Forces who have 
a service-connected disability rated less than 50 percent to receive concurrent payment of both 
retired pay and veterans' disability compensation, to eliminate the phase-in period for concurrent 
receipt, to extend eligibility for concurrent receipt and combat-related special compensation to 
chapter 61 disability retirees with less than 20 years of service, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Jim Marshall (D-GA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 58 
 
Latest Major Action: 3/2/2007 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 
 

H.R.339- Veterans Outpatient Care Access Act of 2007   
 
A bill to improve access to medical services for veterans seeking treatment at Department of 
Veterans Affairs outpatient clinics with exceptionally long waiting periods.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
John Duncan, Jr. (R-TN) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 3 
 
Latest Major Action: 4/26/2007, Subcommittee hearings held.  
 

H.R.402- Veterans' Disability Compensation Automatic COLA Act   

 
A bill to provide for annual cost-of-living adjustments (COLA) to be made automatically by law 
each year in the rates of disability compensation for veterans with service-connected disabilities 
and the rates of dependency and indemnity compensation for survivors of certain service-
connected disabled veterans.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Joe Knollenberg (R-MI) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 30 
  
Latest Major Action: Introduced 1/11/07, referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
 

H.R. 579- Military Retirees Health Care Protection Act   

 
A bill to prohibit certain increases in fees (i.e. Tricare) for military health care. Programs affect by 
the increase are: Cost Sharing Requirement Under Pharmacy Benefits Program; Increase in 
Charges for Inpatient Care; Increase in Premiums Under TRICARE Coverage for Certain 
Members in the Selected Reserve. 

 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=46676
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Original Sponsor: 
Chet Edwards (D-TX) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 183 
  
Latest Major Action: Introduced 1/19/07, referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R. 612- Returning Service member VA Healthcare Insurance Act 
 
Extends from two years to five years following discharge or release the eligibility period for 
veterans who served in combat during or after the Persian Gulf War to receive hospital care, 
medical services, or nursing home care provided by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
notwithstanding a lack of evidence to conclude that their condition is attributable to such service. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Bob Filner (D-CA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 20 
  
Latest Major Action: 05/24/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs.  
 

H.R. 634- Veterans Disabled for Life Commemorative Coin Act 

 
Directs the Secretary of the Treasury to mint and issue $1 silver coins emblematic of the design 
selected by the Disabled Veterans' LIFE Memorial Foundation for the American Veterans 
Disabled for Life Memorial, in commemoration of disabled American veterans. Expresses the 
sense of Congress that, to the greatest extent possible, the coins should be struck at the U.S. 
Mint at West Point, New York. Limits the period for coin issuance to the calendar year beginning 
on January 1, 2010. Imposes a $10 surcharge per coin, to be distributed to the Disabled 
Veterans' LIFE Memorial Foundation for the purpose of establishing an endowment to support the 
construction of American Veterans' Disabled for Life Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Dennis Moore (D-KS) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 298 
 
Latest Major Action:  
05/16/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs.  
 
 
 

H.R.690- Age-55 Reserve Retirement 

To reduce the minimum age for receipt of military retired pay for non-regular service from 60 to 
55. As the reserve force changes to an operational reserve their civilian compensation and 
retirement are affected by spending 20-25% of their prime working years on full time active duty. 
To offset inevitable declines in their civilian compensation package and to encourage the best 
and brightest to pursue a reserve career, the reserve retirement system must be upgraded to 
reflect today's service conditions. 

Original Sponsor: 
Jim Saxton (R-NJ) 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=674
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Cosponsor Total: 120 
 
Latest Major Action:   
02/01/2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R. 760- The Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 2007 

 

Deems certain service performed before July 1, 1946, in the organized military forces of the 
Philippines and the Philippine Scouts as active military service for purposes of eligibility for 
veterans' benefits through the Department of Veterans Affairs. Repeals certain provisions 
discounting such service as qualifying service. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Bob Filner (D-CA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 100 
 
Latest Major Action:  
7/17/2007: Ordered to be Amended by House Committee on Veterans' Affairs by Voice Vote. 
Pending amendment.  
 

H.R.797- The Dr. James Allen Veteran Vision Equity Act of 2007 

 
Allows veterans who receive disability compensation for impairment of vision in one eye to be 
eligible to receive additional compensation for impairment of vision in the eye that is not service-
connected. Additional new provisions include extending authorization of the veteransô work study 
program until 2010 and allowing the Department of Veterans Affairs to continue to furnish a 
government headstone or marker for the grave of certain veterans buried in private cemeteries.    
 
Original Sponsor: 
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 64 
  
Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No: 110-157 

 
H.R.1110- Deduction for TRICARE Supplemental 
 
A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow Federal civilian and military retirees to 
pay health insurance premiums on a pretax basis and to allow a deduction for TRICARE 
supplemental premiums.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Tom Davis (R-VA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 288 
  
Latest Major Action: 9/20/2007 House committee ordered to be reported by unanimous 
consent.  

 
H.R. 1197- Prisoners of War Benefits Act 
 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to provide improved benefits for veterans who are former 
prisoners of war. 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=674
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Original Sponsor: 
Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 5 
  
Latest Major Action: 3/9/2007 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 
 

H.R. 1222- Keep Our Promise to American's Military Retirees Act 
 

Directs the Secretary of Defense to enter into an agreement with the Office of Personnel 
Management to provide Federal Employees Health Benefits (FEHB) coverage to the following 
eligible beneficiaries:  
 
(1) a member or former member of the Armed Forces entitled to military retired or retainer pay; 
 
(2) an unremarried former spouse who was married to a member for at least 20 years, during 
which such member performed at least 20 years of retirement-creditable military service;  
 
(3) a dependent of a deceased qualifying member or former member;  
 
(4) a dependent of a living member or former member; and  
 
(5) a family member. Directs the Secretary to reimburse such eligible persons for pharmacy 
benefits received from a pharmacy that is not a TRICARE (Department of Defense managed 
health care plan) network pharmacy in the same manner as the Secretary would reimburse such 
person for such benefits received from a TRICARE network pharmacy. Requires such persons, in 
order to receive such reimbursement, to submit a certification from their physician stating that the 
person does not have access to a TRICARE network pharmacy due to physical or medical 
constraints. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 103 
 
Latest Major Action: 03/28/2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel.  
 

H.R.1268- Dignity for Wounded Warriors Act 
 
A bill to ensure dignity in care for members of the Armed Forces recovering from injuries.  

 
Original Sponsor: 
Harry Mitchell (D-AZ) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 36 
 
Latest Major Action: 3/28/2007, referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 

H.R. 1273- Restore plot allowance eligibility for veterans of any war 

Extends eligibility for a $300 plot allowance for burial in a private cemetery to those eligible for 
burial in a national cemetery and who (1) was discharged from active service for a disability 
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty; or (2) who is a veteran of any war.  Currently, a veteran 
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is only eligible for this plot allowance if they were receiving VA compensation, pension benefits, or 
died of service connected injuries.  

The bill also authorizes the VA secretary to reimburse a veteranôs family for the cost of buying a 
non-governmental headstone.  While this authorization would be of great help to families of 
deceased veterans, significant mandatory funding offsets would be required needed for its 
passage. 

Original Sponsor:  
Shelly Berkley (D-NV) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 3 
 
Latest Major Action:  3/9/2007 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the 
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 
 

H.R.1284- Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2007 

 
All veterans currently receiving compensation to see a 2.3% increase in their benefits. The bill 
provides $590 million increase in benefits to veterans around the country.  On average, starting 
with their January 2008 check, a veteran will receive an extra $215 next year. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
John Hall (D-NY) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 14 
 
Latest Major Action:  Signed into law, now Public Law 110-111. 
 
H.R. 1315- Veteransô Benefits Improvement Act of 2007 

 
Authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide specially adaptive housing assistance for 
disabled members of the Armed Forces residing temporarily in housing owned by a family 
member if such military member suffers from a disability which is permanent and total in nature 
and is the result of an injury incurred or disease contracted or aggravated in the line of duty in 
active military service. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Stephanie Herseth (D-SD) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 0 
 
Latest Major Action:  7/30/2007-Passed House. 7/31/2007 Received in the Senate. 
8/3/2007 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs.  Pending action. 
 

H.R.1418- Reauthorization of the Traumatic Brain Injury Act-(Companion bill S.793 

Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar.) 
 
A bill to provide for the expansion and improvement of traumatic brain injury programs.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-NJ)  
 
Cosponsor Total:  37  
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Latest Major Action: 12/12/2007 Returned from Senate with amendment. Referred to House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
 

H.R. 1470- Chiropractic Care Available to All Veterans Act 

  
Amends the Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of 2001 to 
require a program under which the Secretary of Veterans Affairs provides chiropractic care and 
services to veterans through Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers and clinics to be 
carried out at:  
 
(1) no fewer than 75 medical centers by December 31, 2009; and  
 
(2) all medical centers by December 31, 2011. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Bob Filner (D-CA) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 16 
  
Latest Major Action:  
05/24/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 

H.R. 1538- Wounded Warrior Assistance Act (Amended by S. 1606 which has been added 

as an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act) 
 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to improve the management of medical care, personnel 
actions, and quality of life issues for members of the Armed Forces who are receiving medical 
care in an outpatient status, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Ike Skelton (D-MO) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 28 
 
Latest Major Action:  
7/25/2007:  S. 1606 and H.R.1538 pending agreement in House/Senate conference committee.  
9/5/2007: Senate passed. Pending agreement.  
 

 
 
H.R.1589 - Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act 

 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to repeal the offset from surviving spouse annuities under 
the military Survivor Benefit Plan for amounts paid by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs as 
dependency and indemnity compensation, to repeal the optional annuity authority for the 
dependent children of a member when there is an eligible surviving spouse, and for other 
purposes. 

 
Original Sponsor: 
Henry E. Brown, Jr. (R-SC) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 81 
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Latest Major Action: 4/3/2007 referred to House subcommittee; referred to the Subcommittee 
on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R. 1641- Montgomery GI Bill Integration Act of 2007 
 

Recodifies under federal veterans' benefits provisions former federal armed forces provisions 
relating to educational assistance programs for members of the reserve components. Increases 
monthly educational assistance benefit amounts. Includes under such recodification provisions 
concerning Selected Reserve educational assistance allowances for:  
(1) apprenticeships and on-the-job training;  
(2) correspondence courses;  
(3) flight training;  
(4) tutorial assistance;  
(5) courses beyond the baccalaureate degree level;  
(6) persons with skills or specialties for which there is a critical shortage; and  
(7) licensing and certification tests.  
 
Extends the time limitation for the use of such entitlement to the earlier of 14 years after the 
person first becomes entitled to such assistance or the date upon which the person is separated 
from the Selected Reserve (currently, ten years after the person first becomes entitled to such 
assistance). Extends the time limitation for the use of the Ready Reserve educational assistance 
entitlement to ten years after separation from the Ready Reserve.  
 
Original Sponsor: 
Vic Snyder (D-AR) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 9 
 
Latest Major Action:  
04/18/2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 

H.R. 1900- Extend eligibility for pension benefits 

Would extend eligibility for pension benefits to veterans who received an Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal. The VA has designated ñperiods of warò to identify veterans who qualify for 
certain veteransô pension benefits.  However, these periods of war may differ from dates given in 
declarations of war, termination of hostility dates, proclamations, laws, or treaties; thus many 
veterans who served in hostile areas are not eligible for veteransô pension benefits. 

Original Sponsor: 
Nick Rahall (D-WV) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 1 
 
Latest Major Action:  4/17/2007 Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
4/23/2007 Referred to House Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. 
 

H.R.1927 - Repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor 
Benefit Plan 
 
To repeal the requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Solomon Ortiz (D-TX) 

http://capwiz.com/military/bio/?id=314
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Cosponsor Total: 90 
 
Latest Major Action:  6/20/2007, referred to House subcommittee; referred to the Subcommittee 
on Military Personnel. 
 
H.R. 2199- Traumatic Brain Injury Health Enhancement 

 
Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to:  
 
(1) establish a program to screen veterans eligible for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
hospital, medical, and nursing home care for symptoms of traumatic brain injury (TBI);  
 
(2) develop and carry out a program of long-term care for post-acute TBI rehabilitation;  
 
(3) establish a TBI transition office at each VA polytrauma network site to coordinate the provision 
of health care and services to veterans who suffer from moderate to severe TBI and are in need 
of health care and services not immediately offered by the VA;  
 
(4) establish and maintain the Traumatic Brain Injury Veterans' Health Registry;  
 
(5) establish and operate centers for TBI research, education, and clinical activities;  
 
(6) establish the Committee on Care of Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury;  
 
(7) carry out a pilot program to provide veterans' readjustment counseling and related mental 
health services through mobile Vet Centers; and  
 
(8) establish the Advisory Committee on Rural Veterans. 
 
Original Sponsor: 
Michael Michaud (D-ME) 

 
Cosponsor Total: 36 
 
Latest Major Action:  
05/23/2007: Passed in House (2/3 required): 421 ï 0. 
05/24/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 

H.R. 2239- Early Access to Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment 

 
Entitles to veterans vocational rehabilitation benefits any member of the armed forces 
hospitalized or receiving outpatient medical care, services, or treatment who is:  
 
(1) determined to have a permanent total disability incurred or aggravated in the line of duty; and  
(2) likely to be discharged or released from active service for such disability. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
John Boozman (R-AR)  

 
Cosponsor Total: 5 
 
Latest Major Action:  
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05/23/2007: Passed House 414 ï 0.  
05/24/2007: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 

H.R. 2623- Eliminate Copayments for Veterans' Hospice Care 
 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to prohibit the collection of copayments for all hospice 
care furnished by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Jeff Miller (R-FL)  

 
Cosponsor Total: 1 
 
Latest Major Action:  
7/30/2007-Passed House. 7/31/2007 Received in the Senate. 8/3/2007 Read twice and referred 
to Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 

H.R. 2696- Veterans Dignified Burial Assistance Act of 2007 

Contains provisions which would improve the VA burial benefit and state veteranôs cemeteries.  
This bill would increase the burial and plot allowance for a veteranôs burial in a private cemetery 
from $300 to $400. The bill would also repeal the current time limitation for state reimbursement 
of interment costs by VA.  Occasionally, a state locates the remains of veterans who were not 
buried.  When states bury these veterans, VA may not be able to reimburse them because of a 
time limit on reimbursement.  

The bill also would authorize the VA secretary to make additional grants to states for improving 
and expanding state veteran cemeteries.  States would have to submit an application to the 
secretary, and could receive up to $5 million. 

Original Sponsor:  
Doug Lamborn (R-CO) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 0 
 
Latest Major Action: 8/1/07: Hearing in House Committee on Veteransô Affairs. 
 

 
 
H.R. 2702- Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2007 (Companion bill is  
S. 22) 
 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to establish a program of educational assistance for 
members of the Armed Forces who serve in the Armed Forces after September 11, 2001, and for 
other purposes.  Both the House and Senate indicate that they intend to move forward to update 
the current GI Bill this session. 

 
Original Sponsor:   
Bobby Scott (D-VA), 
 
Cosponsor Total: 90 
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Latest Major Action: 6/20/2007 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity. 
 

H.R. 2874- Veterans' Health Care Improvement Act of 2007 

 
Requires the Veterans Affairs Department to provide outreach and mental health services to 
veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan, authorizes a new grant program for re-adjustment counseling 
for vets who served after 1991, and creates a grant program that authorizes the Secretary to 
provide innovative transportation options to veterans living in rural areas.  Allows grants awarded 
to be used by State veteransô service agencies, veterans service organizations, and nonprofits to 
help veterans living in rural areas travel to VA medical centers.  The maximum grant under this 
section may not exceed $50,000.  The recipient of a grant is not required to provide matching 
funds.  Authorizes $3,000,000 to be appropriated for each fiscal year, 2008-2012. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Michael Michaud (D-ME)  
 
Cosponsor Total: 23 

 
Latest Major Action:  7/30/2007-Passed House. Sent to Senate.  8/3/2007-Read twice and 
referred to Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs.  
 

H.R. 3249- The Veterans Burial Benefits Improvement Act 

 
Would increase burial benefits to recommended levels - non-service connected burial expenses 
from $300 to $1,270 and plot allowance from $300 to $745. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Shelly Berkley (D-NV) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 24 

 
Latest Major Action:  11/8/2007- Hearing held in House Veteransô Affairs Committee.  
 

H.R. 3380- Military Salute of Flag (Companion Bill S. 1877) 

 
To prescribe that members of the Armed Forces and veterans out of uniform may render the 
military salute during hoisting, lowering, or passing of flag. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Dan Boren (D-OK) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 19 

 
Latest Major Action:  9/10/2007 Referred to House Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil 
Rights, and Civil Liberties. 
 

H.R. 3471- Atomic Veterans Medal Act of 2007 
 
To provide for the award of a military service medal to members of the Armed Forces who were 
exposed to ionizing radiation as a result of participation in a test of atomic weapons. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Todd Tiahrt (R-KS) 
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Cosponsor Total: 4 

 
Latest Major Action:  9/25/2007 Referred to the House Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R.3645- The Healthier Heroes Act   
 
This bill would implement the recommendations of the Dole-Shalala Commission regarding 
veterans care.  Requires that a single, comprehensive, standardized medical exam be developed 
by the DoD and the VA to be administered by the DoD to determine the fitness of a member of 
the Armed Forces to perform the duties of his or her office, grade, rank, or rating.  This same 
exam would be used by the VA to establish the disability rating, compensation, and benefits 
programs for the member if he or she separates from active duty.  This will streamline and 
simplify the existing relevant process. This bill also requires the VA to provide medical care to any 
Iraq or Afghanistan veteran who needs medical care for PTSD, regardless of the length of time 
the veteran has been separated from active duty.  Currently, returning service members may only 
access this service within a two-year window. This legislation expands TRICARE extended 
benefits to include extended benefits for the primary caregivers of members of the uniformed 
services who incur a serious injury or illness on active duty. This bill also extends the Family 
Medical Leave Act to cover severely injured service membersô families to take leave from their 
jobs for up to 26 weeks to care for a seriously injured or ill active duty or reserve service member. 

 
Original Sponsor:  
Zackary Space (D-OH) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 8 

 
Latest Major Action:   
10/17/2007 Referred to House Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.  10/19/2007 Referred to 
House Subcommittee on Military Personnel. 
 

H.R. 3793- Veterans Guaranteed Bonus Act of 2007 
 
To pay to a member of the Armed Forces who is retired or separated from the Armed Forces due 
to a combat-related injury certain bonuses that the member was entitled to before the retirement 
or separation and would continue to be entitled to if the member was not retired or separated. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Jason Altmire (D-PA), 
 
Cosponsor Total: 270 

 
Latest Major Action:  Introduced 10/10/2007.  12/18/2007-Passed House 405-0.  
12/19/2007 Received in the Senate. Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar. 

H.R. 3882- The Fair Benefits for Guard and Reserve Act  

The bill would assist our nationôs Guard and Reserve forces in obtaining active duty education 
benefits for their extended service in Iraq and Afghanistan. H.R. 3882 would change the length of 
service on active duty required for receiving certain education benefits.  The bill seeks to correct a 
problem that was recognized as a result of the mobilization of the Minnesota National Guard.  
Currently, to qualify for Active Duty Chapter 30 benefits, a member must be obligated for a two 
year term and serve 20 continuous months.  H.R. 3882 still requires 20 months of service but 
changes the obligated term to less than three years, which would allow the Guard members to re  
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Original Sponsor:  
Timothy Walz (D-MN), 
 
Cosponsor Total: 116 

 
Latest Major Action:   
Introduced 10/17/2007.  11/7/2007-Approved with a technical amendment by the House 
Committee on Veteransô Affairs and will next be heard on the House Floor.  
 

H.R. 3997-The Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act 
 
Would make permanent several provisions that allow for housing benefits, to include making 
thousands of veterans eligible for low-interest home loans. The bill would also extend tax credits 
to family members and survivors, and allow military personnel to decide whether they want to 
include combat pay as earned income for purposes of calculating their earned income tax credit. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Charles Rangel (D-NY) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 0 

 
Latest Major Action:  11/6/07: Passed House 410 ï 0.  12/20/2007-Senate passed, sent back to 
House which had already adjourned for the year. Pending House action.  
 

H.R. 4539- Department of Veterans Affairs Loan Guaranty Cost Reduction Act of 2007 

 
Would raise the current veteransô home loan program $417,000 limit to a new maximum of 
$521,250. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Steve Buyer (R-IN) 
 
Cosponsor Total: 1 

 
Latest Major Action: Introduced 12/13/2007, Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs. 
 

 
H.R.4781- 13-fold flag recitation 

 
To prohibit the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from authorizing honor guards to participate in 
funerals of veterans interred in national cemeteries unless the honor guards agree to offer 
veterans' families the option of having the honor guard perform a 13-fold flag recitation, and for 
other purposes. 

 
Original Sponsor:  
Paul Broun (R-GA) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  37 
  
Latest Major Action: Introduced 12/18/2007, referred to House Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d110&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Broun++Paul+C.))+01882))
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H.R. 5148- Combat Veterans Debt Elimination Act of 2008 
 
Would prohibit the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from collecting certain debts owed to the United 
States by members of the Armed Forces and veterans who die as a result of an injury incurred or 
aggravated on active duty in a combat zone, and for other purposes. 
 
Original Sponsor:  
Randy Neugebauer (R-TX) 
 
Cosponsor Total:  0 
 
Latest Major Action: 1/28/2008-Introduced and referred to the House Committee on Veterans' 
Affairs.  
 


